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1. ASSIGNMENT PROMPT 

RESEARCH PAPER, for the class ANCIENT HEROES 

In this class we have been reading ancient texts (Iliad, Odyssey, Jason and the Golden Fleece, The 
Aeneid) and exploring the life of different heroes and heroines. During this work together, we have 
come across recurrent themes (e.g. warfare, glory, the role of the gods, death, transformation, 
family, friendship etc) and literary techniques (immersion, characterization, intertextuality, 
analepses and prolepses, apostrophes etc.). 

In the research paper, I am asking you to choose an exciting (!) theme that relates to one or 
two of the ancient heroes and heroines addressed in class, and explore this theme in 
connection with a minimum of 2 and a maximum of 4 primary texts. At least one of these texts 
should be an ancient Greek or Roman text, and ONLY one can be a modern or contemporary text 
which relates to the chosen ancient hero(es) or heroine(s). Please note that the term ‘text’ 
includes movies, theatre, operas and works of art. Within your text choice, you should at least 
select one text from those discussed in class.  

The goal of the paper is not just to address a theme related to the chosen text, but to offer your 
original view about this theme. In other words, you need to come up with your own thesis, and 
select evidence from the primary texts that can support your thesis.  

As a way to facilitate your work, I am asking you to include three pieces of secondary 
scholarship within your paper. During this weekend I will create a Sakai Folder with references 
to the secondary scholarship I have been using for the class, so that you can select three articles 
or chapters from there. Feel free to choose other ones, if you prefer. And please remember that 
you are allowed to disagree with the other scholars! You should use the other scholars either to 
support or to clarify your argument by making it different from theirs.   

GRADE OF RESEARCH PAPER: 20% out of 100%. 

STEP 1: In order to facilitate this task, I am asking you to submit an outline on Sakai by Sunday 
10 November, 11 pm. The outline, which will replace the Blog for that week, should include: 

- the paper’s TITLE (short and catchy!) 
- the PROBLEM that your paper tries to address and solve (one sentence). You should 

identify within the ancient texts a problem (i.e. an open question) which relates to the 
theme you have identified. For example, although this is too general, if your theme is the 
characterization of Odysseus in Homer’s Odyssey, a key problem related to that is 
whether Odysseus is portrayed as a new or old hero. Please remember that any good 
paper answers a problem you have identified in the given texts.  

- your one-sentence THESIS = what you want to argue in your paper. 
- your METHODOLOGY: in class we have been using different literary techniques to look 

at ancient heroes, mostly narratological (see immersion, characterization, intertextuality, 
analepses and prolepses, apostrophes, character change), but we also did some kind of 
historical (especially with Jason and the Golden Fleece and the Aeneid) and gender-
oriented analysis (how a text constructs gender). Please indicate which of these 
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approaches and techniques you are going to use, and if you are using a different 
approach. 

- EVIDENCE: divide your main arguments into three or four sections, each of which 
should have a heading. For each section, gives some references of the chosen primary 
text(s) and write between 60-100 words for each section. 

- ARTICLES / CHAPTERS: Include titles of at least two pieces of scholarship you are 
going to use (or all three if you want). For each of the two, write 50-80 words both 
summarizing the main thesis of the given piece of scholarship, and describing how it will 
help you to develop your argument (making it explicit if you are going to either support 
or disagree the scholar’s argument). 

The outline will be graded and its grade will count 5% - 1/5 of the paper. Excellence in the 
outline does not mean that everything is perfect, but that you are able to meet the following 
criteria: 
- the outline is complete with all the required steps 
- the outline is well written (no grammar mistakes, clarity) 
- the outline demonstrates some originality of your paper choice 
- the arguments are chosen in an appropriate manner and help to support the chosen thesis. 
 You will receive some feedback from me and/or your TAs in the week starting November 11. 

STEP 2: final submission: November 26, 11 pm. Length: 2000-2500 words. The maximum of 
words cannot be overcome, unless you ask me for permission.  

HOW TO SUBMIT: for each of the two steps, please submit your paper on the Sakai Forum. 
The paper should be in Word file (or Pages only if you don’t have Word). Name the file in the 
following way: LASTNAME_1 for the outline, and LASTNAME_2 for the following step.  

DRAFTS 
After your outline, if you have any question, feel free to contact me and your TA. If you have 
any further question about your draft, you can ask one of us to read 750 words (1/3 of the paper) 
but no more than that. 
 
CRITERIA 
The main criteria for evaluating this paper will be: clarity in the identification of a given theme, 
clarity in the analysis of this theme in the ancient sources, structure and style, originality. With 
concern to originality, it is important for you not to repeat the topics of our classes; you should 
use them as a springboard for further analysis. Just to clarify, ‘original’ is a concept/ idea/thesis 
which makes me thing ‘ah, I have never thought about that,’ and a successful paper convinces 
me of something ‘original’.  
 

 

 

 

 

  


