Joanna Want, jwant@nd.edu
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Process of Patient Looking: Writing an Interpretive Analysis of a Work of Art	Comment by Joanna Want: This is the assignment sheet for Angela Viducich’s piece “Lady Limitation.” 
Art historian Jennifer L. Roberts asserts that “just because you have looked at something doesn’t mean that you have seen it.” In writing this essay, an interpretive analysis of a work of art, I will ask you to engage in what Roberts calls “deceleration, patience, and immersive attention” because, as she explains, “in any work of art there are details and orders and relationships that take time to perceive.”[footnoteRef:1] We will take time in the gallery to really look at the works of art we will write about (and I urge you to return to the gallery again in the writing process), to formulate our interpretations, and to write and revise what we have seen and learned from engaging in a process of patient looking.  [1:  https://harvardmagazine.com/2013/11/the-power-of-patience] 


ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTION AND GUIDELINES: Write an approximately 1,000 word interpretive analysis (using MLA citation and formatting) of either “Payment of the Tithe,” by Pieter Brueghel, the Younger (ca. 1616) or “$$$ American Güey of Life” by Xavier Cortez (1992).

· Your essay should reflect that you have spent significant time in the presence of and engaging with the original work of art, evidenced by detailed description of the work of art throughout your essay. 

· Your essay should offer an insightful, interpretive claim about the work of art based on your observation and analysis. This interpretation need not be art historical, but aspects or details of the work of art should be used to support key written ideas.[footnoteRef:2] In other words, you don’t need to be an art history major to write a good interpretive analysis, but you must ground all of your claims in observable details and descriptions.  [2:  I am borrowing language directly from the Snite Museum of Art writing contest guidelines, which I encourage you to read. ] 


· Your essay should be guided by a thesis that comes about from your process of patient looking. So, for example, you might play around with one of the following structures: 

At first it may seem that “$$$ American Güey of Life” by artist Xavier Cortez is [initial observation], but looking at it more closely reveals that [observation after patient looking]… 

The interaction of [observable feature of the work] and [another observable feature of the 
work] in Brueghel’s “Payment of the Tithe” create[effect on audience]. 

· Your essay should be interesting to read! You may write in first-person or third-person. As part of your essay, you may write about the process of engaging with the art, your changing responses to it over time, and what puzzles/troubles/surprises/delights you about it. 

MODEL ESSAYS: 
“Figures on the Rocks at the Edge of the Sea” by Reilly Kohn
https://freshwriting.nd.edu/volumes/2015/essays/figures-on-the-rocks-at-the-edge-of-the-sea
This essay is particularly notable for the author’s lively, even playful voice and strong interpretive presence throughout the essay. 
“Muller’s Play of Human Sorrow” by Kevin Wilkens
https://freshwriting.nd.edu/volumes/2014/essays/muller-s-play-of-human-sorry
In this essay, the author does a particularly good job of pairing detailed description of the work with interpretive analysis.  
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